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only been arrived eighteen hours, and5 as yet,
there has not been time to shift the flag. This is
the pace we Baltic gents go at. Consider how
nice it must be laying abed with a young wife
compared to a damned raw cold wind." Hyde
Parker, who was sixty-one, had just married for
the second time.
Nevertheless, Nelson's impatience was amply
justified^ for Russia^ Sweden, Denmark and
Prussia had lately formed an " Armed Neu-
trality " with the object of resisting the restrictions
placed upon their trade by Great Britain.
These restrictions took the form of the " \isit
and search" of all neutral ships entering or
leaving the ports of France or of France's allies
in order to discover the presence of contraband
goods. Britain also refused to admit the claim
made by the neutrals that shipbuilding materials
were not contraband of war. The value of
Britain's Baltic trade was enormous and Sweden
was the chief producer of naval stores. Similar
trouble had arisen in past wars, but now it was
aggravated by the threat of the neutrals to use
their navies aggressively in the defence of their
merchant shipping. The British Cabinet realised
that a naval force must be sent at once to the
Baltic in order to prevent the junction of the
neutral fleets, which though individually negli-
gible, could together be formidable.
Hyde Parker was, therefore, given seventeen oi
the line, eleven frigates and a strong flotilla. His
instmctions were to force Denmark and Sweden
to abandon the alliance by diplomacy and3 if
necessary^ by force. If necessary, lie was to
destroy the Russian forces at Kronstadt and